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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Extracts of Correspondence. 

From Prince Alexander Galitzin, Pres- 
ident of the Russian Bible Society, to 
Lord Teignmouth, President of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. 
St. Petersburg, October 18, 1816. 

My Lorp, 

The constant and sincere partici- 
pation which unites the British and 
Foreign and Russian Bible Societies, 
causes me to feel a most particular 
pleasure in fulfilling the request of the 
Members of our Committee, by eom- 
municating to your Lordship some 
circumstances regarding the cause of 
the Bible Society in Russia. 

I esteem it therefore my first duty to 
notice the new grant of 4.2000 made 
by your Society, for the purpose of 
providing stereotype plates for the Let- 
tish and Esthonian Bibles ; as alse the 
font of Turkish types for the use of the 
Scottish Missionaries in Astrachan, in 
order to enable them to print, on our 
account, an edition of the New Testa- 
ment in the Tartar language. Our 
Committee feel, in all its extent, the 
high worth of that Christian charity 
which actuates the Members of the 
London Committee, inducing them to 
furnish with the words of eternal life 
the inhabitants of regions so remote, 
and to them ertirely strange; but up- 
on whom, regarding them as their 
brethren, they wish to shewer down 
wie same bleesings which they endeay- 
Our in the most abundant manner to 
impart to theirown countrymen. Thes 
holy impulse is evidently the fruit pro- 
duced by the power of the same word 

which the Bible Society seeks to prop- 
agate every where. The Committee 
of the Russian Bible Society accept of 
Uus new aid from an Institution ani- 





mated by the same spirit with our 
own, whh feelings of the most lively 
grantude, and feel themselves infla- 
med thereby to repay your generosity 
by their labours in the same work, for 
the benefit of our fellowanen who 
stand in need of that volume which 
contains the words of salvation to 
mankind. By such mutual co-opera- 
tion, when each:, according (o his abil- 
ity and opportunities, promotes tle 
common cause, when one oilers the 
means, and the other, from his pecu- 
liar situation, has it in his power to 
employ them, the object of the Bible 
Society is attamed in the most advan- 
tagous manner. May we notin this 
instance apply the words of the Apos- 


Ue Paul: “ Now there are diversitics | 
of gifts, but the same Spirit. And’ 


there are differences of administra- 
tions, but the same Lord. And there 
are diversities of operations, but it is 
the same God which worketh all in 
all.” 

[t is truly pleasing to observe, how 
rapidiy a most earnest desire to read 
the words of eternal life spreads in 
our country. Copies of Bibles and 
‘Testaments in different languages are 
demanded by theusands ; and, not- 
withstanding our ulmost éxerlions to 
prepare mapy dillerent editions, the 
Comumnittee are unable to comply with 
the greatest part of these demands, 
not anly in the Slavouian, but even in 
the German, Finnish, Esthonian, Lei- 
tish, aud various ober languages. On 
the ove hand it pains the Members af 
the Committee, to be unable w pro- 
vide, with this spiritual nourishment, 
every one who is hungering for the 
bread of life; and therefore they bas- 
ten, as mugh as possible, wo multiply 
copies of that book which contains it ; 


but, on the other hand, they rejoice in , 


seeing that their labours are notin 
yain tn the Lord, and that, by assist 
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ance from on high, they ars enabled 
to excite and to satisfy this hunger at 
the same time; and this spurs thei 
on to still greater exertions. ‘Phe ex- 
penses of the Society, in publishing 
ditierent editions of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, increase exceedingly. Our 
monthly expenses, at present, far ex- 
ceed the whole expenses of our frst 
year. 

As theobject of the Society becomes 


more extensively known, the number 


of our Branch Societies increases. ‘To 
this, the journey of Mr. Pinkerton has 
greatly contributed. 

The formation of the Bible Socie- 
ties in the Southern Piovinces, opens 
for us a door for providing not only 
our countrymen, but even the Greeks 
in ‘Turkey, especially in the iesser 
Asia, (Anatolia,) with New Testa- 
ments. Already the most active mea- 
sures are taken for this purpose. An 
address to them in the modern Greek 
language has been printed here, and 
sent to these places; in which our 
Grecian brethren are informed of the 
object and success of the Bible Socie- 
ty, and are invited to read the Holy 
Scriptures. Many copies of the New 
Tes'ament have: also been forwarded 
to them. Depots hase been formed, 
amd are formirig, i different places in 
the South, particularly in Theodosia, 
for supplying their wants ; and theu- 
sands of Greek Testainents are: desti- 
ned for them. The stereotype plates 
for the Modern Greek, which our 
Committee have newly obtained from 
London, will aid us greatly im this 
work. The light of the Gospel, which, 
in former times, flowed from Greece 
into Russia, now begins to reflect its 
life-givmg rays from our parts back 
again on those from which we origi- 
nally received’ it. Glory be to God, 
the lover of the human race, who 
deigns not omy to make. sinful men 
partakers of his salvation, but even 
micreases their felicity, by enabling 
them mutually to communicate to one 
another the means of knowing and en- 

joying the same. 

Beside this, there are other pros- 
pects; which unexpectedly open on us, 
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and which lead to the obtaining of the 
same object. It is known, that in the 
Lesser Asia, and other places in the 
Turkish Empire, many Greeks and 
Arnenians have gradually lost the 
knowledge of their vernacular tongues, 
and now understand only the Turk- 
ish, while in their writing they use on- 
ly the Greek or Armenian characters. 
The Rev. Mr. Pinkerton, in his jour- 
vey inthe South, has found some of 
the books of the Holy Scriptures, in 
manuscript, in the Turkish language, 
written with Greek characters. ‘These 
manuscripts, which have been sent 
hither, may enable us to commence 
something for these neglected people. 
He also encourages a hope, that it 
may be possible to obtain manuscripts 
of the Scriptures in the Turkish, writ- 
ten in the Armenian characters. In 
the mean time, an Armenian Awchi- 
maudrite, named Seraphim, who kas 
trayelied much in the west of Asia, 
and who has acquired a knowledge of 
the ‘Turkish dialect spoken by his 
countrymen in those parts, has. ex- 
pressed his willingness, in conjunction 
with another Armenian residing in 
St. Petersburg, to render the New 
Testament into this dialect, with Ar- 
menian characters. They have al- 
ready begun their work. 

Divine Frovidence seems likewise 
to be opening the way for completing 
the translation of the whole Bible in 
the Tartar dialect. Mr. Pinkerton 
has discovered, near Baktchisaray, in 
the Crimea, by the Karaim Jews, a 
manuscript contaiiing the whole Old 
'Festament in a kind of Tartar idiom, 
written with Hebrew characters, ‘This 
precious manuscript being arrived 
here, a volume of it was*sent to the 
Scotch Missionaries in Astrachan, 
who, after having examined it, inform~ 
ed us, that, although the dialect in 
which it is written, is far from being 
the same which is spoken by our No- 
gay, Kassan, and Crimea Tartars, it 
will, notwithstanding, be of great use 
to them in the translation they: have 
undertaken of the Old Testament in 
the same Tartar dialect in which the 
New Testament already exists.. Cop- 
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ies of the Persian New Testament are 
received by the Persians with the 
greatest eagerness, many hundreds of 
which have already been conveyed in- 
to Persia. The edition of the Gospel 
by Matthew in the Calmuck language, 
is nearly exhausted. ‘The Buriat, or 
the Bratski, who live in Siberia, whose 
language is the same as the Calmuck 
or Mongolian, with some difference in 
their written characters, expect and 
desire to have an edition * of the 
books of the true word of God,” as 
they express themselves, printed for 
them, and have collected for this pur- 
pose among themselves, about 12,000 
rubles. Copies are also required by 
our Asiatic neighbours in the Arabic 
Janguage. What an extensive field 
presents itse!f for the exertions of the 
tussian Bible Society, only in regard 
io these different people! But how 
shall I describe to your Lordship the 
pressing want of the Holy Scriptures 
among the inhabitants of this empire, 
who are properly of Russian origin, 
and who speak the Russian language ? 
The present demands extend to tens 
of thousands. ‘The ‘oscow Commit- 
tee inform us, that they could distri- 
bute alone 100,000 Russian Bibles, if 
they hadthem. Entire governments, 
whole dioceses, and circles of Bible 
Societies, raise their voices to our 
Committee, and intreat us to satisfy 
the spiritual hunger of miilions of our 
countrymen ; a hunger, which the dis- 
tribution of the lively oracles of the 
living God has excited. ‘The Russian 
clergy every. where show the most un- 
bounded zeal in promoting the cause 
of the Society. The peasants, by 
their free-will offerings proportioned 
to their means, manifest also their 
readiness to support the cause. The 
German colonists in Russia, as well 
Protestants as Catholics, desire also to 
be put in possession of the pear! of 
greatprice. In one word, it is impos- 
sible not to see that the work of the 
Bible Society is supported from on 
High, and that itis not the work of 
man, but of Him, who himself foretold 
to his disciples, that “ the Gospel of 
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the kingdom should be preached ia 
all the world, for a witness unto all 
nations.” Thanks be to Him for ful- 
filling, in such a glorious manner, im 
our days, what He has thus foretold ! 
What a comfort to be instruments, 
however weak, in accomplishing such 
great events, connected with the hap- 
piness of the human race! ‘he Meme 
bers of the Russian Bible Society, 
treading in the steps of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, reckon it their 
greatest honour and happiness to la- 
bour for the spiritual good of their 
neighbours ; and, far from heing dis- 
heartened by alt the difiiculties ari- 
sing from increased engageinents and 
accumulated expenses, feel more and 
more encouraged, in as much as the 
iicrease of labour and expense proves 
the reality of their success. 

The communications from the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society, are 
peculiarly encouraging to us. Indeed, 
such mutual communications, con- 


cerning our undertakings and success, . 


proving that the same spirit enlivens 
both Societies, that similar impulses 
are leading us to the same useful end, 
must animate us on both sides to fur- 
ther labour, that so the name of our 
Saviour, whe gave us his word, and 
appointed us to distribute it among 
our brethren of all diiferent languages 
and dialects, may be glorified. 

While the Russian Bible Society exs 
ists, it will never cease to communi- 
cate with a Society from which it re- 
ceived its firstimpulse; and we hope 
also that you will continue to favour 
us with your communications, which 
are always so animatiug, and which 
tend so mach to promote the common 
cause. As for me, itis very flattering 
to be the interpreter of the feelings of 
our Committee, and to have an oppor- 
tunity to express the esteem with 
which I have the honeur io be, your 
Loruship’s most obedient and devoted 
Servant, 

Prince ALEXANDER GALITZIN. 

President of the Russian Bible So- 
ciely. 
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RUSSIAN BIBLE SOCIFTY. 


The Londen Baptist Magazine for 
March, 1817, saahinn the following 
mleresting letier shewing the progress 
of theRussian Bible Society. It is from 
the Rev. E. Henpeson, dated St. Pe- 
tersburg, Dec. 28, isl6. 


“ With you, and our other friends, 
I had formed a very favourable idea 
of the Russian Bible Society. Their 
animated and comprebensive under- 
takings, the interesting and pious ten- 
or of their reports, and the distinguish- 
ed success agtending their labours, 
commanded my surprise, and drew 
forth my affection. But I ean truly 


say, since I came here, that the half 


had not been told me; have now had 
au opportunity of observing the spirit 
with which the business is conducted, 
and ain happy to be able to assure 
you, that it will be difficult to find a 
sommittee, that in London, perhaps, 
excepted, that entertain juster and 
more impressive views of the nature 
of the dispensation committed to them. 
Some of the leading men give evi- 
dence that they have experienced the 
power of the truth, and m almost all 
of them, there is a strong disposition 
to hear any accounts that can be fur- 
nished of the spread of Cliistianity in 
the world. The president is a most 
worthy nobleman; and it gives me 
great pleasure to be able to add, that 
every day almost presents new proofs 
of the religious disposition of our iin- 
perial patron, ALExAnveER I. He takes 
great delight in reading missionary in- 
telligence. Ihave lately made some 
uitevesting extracts from Mr. A. Pat- 
erson’s journal, which, together with 
Pomarree’s last letter, and the state of 
things in the South Sea Islands, are a- 
bout to be laid before him. We had 
yesterday a meeting of the Generat 
Committee, at Prince Gallitzin’s; it 
wits very fully atended. ‘Fhe Arch- 
bishop of Tvers—two Archimandrikes 
—the Roman Catholic Metropolitan 
——were present, all dressed in the 
vestments of their respective commu- 
nions—together with a great number 
of sigrred gentlemen, who all listened 


Volk. k 


with deep attention to the detail of 
facts presented, and to the chain of 
propositions submitted to deliberation. 
No sooner was it intimated, that let- 
ters from Messrs. Steinkopft and Owen 
were received, than a general, but 
pious Curiosity was excited: and the 
prince himself called for and read the 
first, with*a pathos and feeling, which 
evidently proceeded from the heart. 
The busiuess of the meeting, which 
lasted nearly four hours, finished with 
a letter from our Cairneyhili corres- 
pondent (M. B.) which received re- 
peated expressions of approbation 
from ail sides; but from Prince Galit- 
zin especially. 

“The Emperor has lately made 
the society another donation of 15,000 
roubles, to b: uy paper. ‘The work go- 
ing on here is mmense, as is the de- 
mand for Selavoman Bibles. The 
5000 Bibles, and 5000 New-Testa- 
nrents, printed at Moscow, are all gone; 
and another edition, consisting of the 
saine number of copies, has been be- 
gun in that city. The Holy Synod 
have also sent 20 Muscovite beys to 
print for the society here: so liberal 
and generous is that very body, which 
was commonly regarded as a kind of 
second-hand inquisition. 5000 New- 
Testaments (Slavonic) were lately ste- 
reotyped here, but they are also moste 
ly all gone; only 1200 copies remain 
to satisfy the demands of several thou- 
sands. The stereotype edition of 
5000 Sclavonian Bibles, printed here, 
is just finished 5 but 15,000 copies are 
demanded with the most urgent im- 
portunity. Another edition, howey- 
er, in 4to, is rapidly advancing. The 
Armenian New-Testaments are also 
almost all off, but we are printing a 
new edition, along with that of the 
whole Bible; and an edition of the 
Finish, which has been long in the 
press, will be out in a week or two. 
Mr. Alexander Paterson, of Karass, 
has lately finished a very interesting 
journey in the Crimea: Turks, Tar- 
tars, Jews, nominal Christians, Imans, 
Mol!ahs, Effendis, have all discovered 
anxiety to receive the New-Testa- 
ment in the Tartar sanguage, and 
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joining us. 


plead powerfully for it. 


Vel. L 


have accepted copies with every de- 
monstration of gratitude and joy. 
Oue anecdote I cannot but relace: 
Having crossed between the sea of A- 
soph, and the Black Sea, he feil in 
with an old grey-headed man, whose 
venerable apngarance indicated that 
he was of some consequence in the 
place. ‘This aged sage asked Mr. 
Paterson, if he was a believer in the 
last times? Mr. Paterson stated to 
him his sentiments on the point; 
which so pleased the eld man, that he 
called eut to his wife, § Bring him the 
best loaf in the house, he is a believer 

nthe last times.” We are waiting 
impatiently tosee the New-Testament 
in modern Russ. This will be one of 
tle most important werks ever pub- 
lished by Bible Societies. It ts de- 
signed to supply the warts of 34 mil- 
lions of immortal souls! You think 
much has been achieved in Russia; 
but nothing is yet done, compared 
with what is to be done. About 100 
languages and dialects are spoken in 
this immense empire.” 





AMERICAN MISSION IN INDIA. 
From the Panoplist. 

The following passages are extrackd 
From a letter written by Messrs. Hall 
sind Newell, to the Rev. Dr. Woyces- 
rer, dated July 6, 1816. 


“Rev. and Dear Sir,—“ Before 
the writing of this letter, we did hope 
to receive later intelligence from our 
brethren at Ceylon. Their last letter 
io us was of May 25th They had 
then decided on brother Bardwell’s 
In regard to stations for 
the other four brethren, they were un- 
decided as to the expediency of ‘their 
ailsettling inJafina. In consequence 
of Mr. Ringletaube’s resignation, thére 
isnow an opening for one or more 
missionaries in ‘Travancore. Possi- 
bly some of our brethren may-gain an 
entrance there. 

“We have strong hopes, that 
brother Bardwell will be allowed to 
stay -with us.—Circumstances will 
By the time 
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he arrives here ; (for he cannot leave 
Ceylon during the present monsoon, ) 
we expect to be ready to commence 
priuting, and shal! therefore be in ob- 
vious aud urgent need of him. 

“We rejoice to know, that the 
Board have more missionaries at their 
dlisposal.—We may well hope to see 
them, from time to time, coming from 
America to this desolate part of the 
world. 

“Placed as we are, in a situation 
peculiarly favourable for collecting 
information concerning many places, 
we feel compelled, both by duty and 
inclination, to be continually collect- 
ing allthe knowledge we can, and to 
coinmirmicate our views to the Board. 
We have already written at consider- 
able length concerning Eastern Asia. 
There we see a field vast in extent, 
urgent in its claims, encouraging in 
its prospects, and almost untouched 
by missionary hands. 

“We have conversed with intelli- 
gent men who -have vistted Alexag- 
dria, Cairo, Constantinople, the shoves 


of the Red Sea, Palestine, Svria, Bus- 


sura, Busheer, and other parts of Por- 
sia and Arahia. All that we have 
been able to collect from every quar- 
ter has only served the more to con- 
vince us of the practicability and tim- 
portanee of missions to Arabia, Persia 


and the eastern provinces of the Rus- 


sian empire, bordering on China. 

“ Translations intothe Persian and 
Arabic languages, seem to promise 
more usefulness than translations inte 
alinost any other eastern languages 
The reasons are obvious. 

“The Board, being a Foreign Bi- 
ble Soeiety, as well as a Missionary So- 


ciety, has peculiar advantages for tak- 


ing up these languages. It has the 
money, and can procure able men ; 
and such men.are peculiarly desira- 
ble im those fields. How easily four 
missionaries might be sent to prepare 
for translating into each of these lan- 
guages, in the figst instance, and im- 
mediately too, if so many suitable 
men could be spared for these purpo- 
ses. For the Arabic four; two to Ca- 
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vo, and two to Bussora: For the Per- 


sian four, twoto Busheer, Shiraz, or 


Ipsaham, and two tothe north wes- 

“tern parts of Persia, now under tlie 
Russian government. 

“ There can be noreasonable doubt 
that missionaries might securely re- 
main at all these places; at least so 
long as they were quietly learning tlie 
languages, and trauslating the Scrip- 
tures. And while they were exeeut- 
ing this very impagtant work, they 
would be under the highest advanta- 
ges for ascer taining what further mis- 
sionary establishments would be ex- 
pedient or practicable, and far pro- 
moting the cause generally as Jitera- 
ry corsesponidents. This last consider- 
ation is, of itself, in the view of the 
late Dr. Buchanan, and of the Church 
Missionary Society, sufficient to jus- 
tify similar establishments. Besides, 
these languages being spoken te a 
great extent, and by many Christians 
as well as Mahometaus, should the 
missionaries, after translating the 
Scriptures, find it necessary, they 
might remove to some other region 
where the languages are spoken, and 
where they might preach publicly 
without apprehension of evil. 

“ There are two considerations, 
which give a very great impertance 
to the eastern provinces of the Rus- 
sianempire. They offer stations on 
the Thibet and China ; stations, which 
may afford a very intimate connection 
and intercourse with that supposed in- 
accessible and most populous quar- 
ter of the globe. At such stations how 
much might be done for China, as 
well as for the Russian provinces. 

“ Again; these provinces are un- 
der a government well known to be 
friendly to the propagation of Chris- 
tianity and partial to America. 

“As to our concerns in Bombay, 
we have nething new toadd. Things 
continue to go on in the same train. 
To-day the translation of Luke’s Gos- 
vel has been completed. Our schools 
ure gradually increasing. We have 
agreed with a man to open a fourth 
school iv the course of a few days. 

“ We shall send our journal, letters 
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and several other things by the Fawn, 
Capt. Austin. “ We remain, dear 
“Sir, Your brethren and felloy 
Servants, 
* Gorvon HA.t, 
“ S. NEWELL.” 


ro 


The following extracts are from a letter 
dated Sept. 30, 1816, and contain the 
latest intelligence from the Mission- 
aries. 


* Rev. and Dear Sir,— Our last 
of July 12th, was forwarded by the 
Fawn, of Boston. By the same op- 
portunity we forwarded to you our 
journal ‘up to that time, and also a 
trunk of books, principally Arabic 
and Persian. We send eur present 
communications by way of Calcutta, 
with the hope that they may reacit 
you sooner than they would via Lon- 
dou. Since we wrote last, we have 
had the satisfaction of hearing, that 
our brethren in Ceylon have obtain- 
ed the sanction of government to their 
scitlement ig Jaffna, the place of 
their choice. ‘They were to proceed 
thither from Columbo as soon as the 
season would permit. We expect 
soon to hear of their final settlement. 
srother Bardwell is to come to this 
piace by the first opportunity. The 
most favourable season for coming is 
at hand, and we are expecting to see 
him shortly. We are also in expect- 
ation of receiving our Mahratta types 
and press by the next ships from Ben- 
eal. We hope to commence printing 
early in the ensuing year. 

“ Our schoals continue about in the 
same state, as when we wrote last ; 
for though we have since that time 
opened a third school, the number of 
boys, on the whole, has nat been in- 
creased. The rainy season, which is 
just new closing, is unfavourable to 
their attendance. We hope the num- 
ber of pupils will be greater the ensu. 
ing season. 

“We continue to preach almost 
every day to the heathen, in their own 
houses, at their temples, or by the 
way side, as we find opportunity; but 
we have not yet been able to collect 
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- a congregation to attend statedly at 


one place. We intend to make an 
effort to do this soon. Should we 
succeed in this attempt, we shall be 
able to introduee those interesting 
and important parts of public worship, 
prayer and praise, which we are now 
obliged to omit. It would also enable 
us to communicate our instructions 
more in the form of a regular dis- 
course, than we can do at present. 
We have for some time pasi held a lit- 
tle meeting on Sabbath morning a- 
mong the poor, to whem we formerly 
used to preach in English. We found 
that they did not attend either the 
Scotch or English church, and as they 
professed to be willing to come to- 
gether, in their own neighbourhood, 
on the Sabbath, for religious instruc- 
tion, we thought they ought not to be 
neglected. ‘They are but few in num- 
ber, not more than fifteen or twenty 
men with some women and children, 
and it is seldom that more than eight 
or ten of them attend at one time.— 
We cannot say that we have much 
expectation, at present, of collecting 
any considerable number of nersons, 
to whom we can preach in English. 
This need not discourage us at all.— 
The great business for which we came 
hither, is to preach the gospel to those 
among whem Christ has not been 
named. In this respect, we have an 
open door, and more work within the 
compass of a few miles, than would 
suffice for twenty preachers. 

“ Since we wrote last, the number 
of labourers in this part ef the vine 
vard has been considerably increased 
by the arrival of chaplains and mis- 
siouaries of different denominations. 
Two ehaplains, and a missionary of 
the Weslevan connection, have arri- 
ved in Bombay; several chaplains 
and six missiovartes froin the London 
Society at Madrass ; and four or five 
Wesleyan missionaries at Ceylon.— 
‘Thus the number of Jabourers is in- 
creasing ; but still there is room. 

“The state of our pecuniary af- 
fairs you will learn from our commu- 
nications of this date to Mr. bvarts. 
We shall eydeavour in future to write 
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you regularly as often at least as once 
a quarter. 
“We remain. &c. G. HALt., 
S. NeweE...” 





DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


For the Religious Intelligencer. 


Mr. Warrinc-—-I was very much 
gratified in reading the Report of the 
Sunday School in New- York, in your 
two last nuinbers. It is well known, 
that Sunday Schools have been es- 
tablished for a number of years in 
Great Britain, and that the advanta- 
ges derived from them have been im- 
mense ; especially to the children of 
the poorer class of Society. Ought 
not the example to be followed in all 
our large towns in the U. States? If 
this were done, many children, who 
now spend their time in idleness, 
would be taught to read the Word of 
God, perhaps teach it to their Parents, 
as bas been done in a variety ef in- 
stances, Many children in this way, 
where parents are unable to send 
them to schoo!, would be instructed. 

But what I would more particularly 
call the attention of your readers to, 
at this time, is the establishment of 
Sunday Schools upon a smaller scale. 
These should be composed of the 
Children of the severai socicties im 
each town. The children of each 
society should be divided into classes 
of the same age, and taught by the 
Minister of the society, and such other 
persons as were willing to imstruct 
them. They should meet immediate- 
ly after Divine service in the afier- 
naon, (or in country towns at noon if 
more convenient,) in their several 
places of public worship. The prin- 
cipal object of these schools should be, 
to hear recitations from the children, 
which they had previously learnt; 
such, for instance, as Catechisms, 
Hymns, and verses in the Bible. Afier 
the several classes have got through, 
they should assemble together and 
hear such observations as their Min- 
ister should think proper to make. The 
school might be closed with singing 
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and prayer. In order to make the 

children more engaged and attentive, 
premiums ought to be given by the 
Society at the close of the school, 
consisting of small boaks of different 
value; and according as they im- 
proved, they should receive their re- 
ward. 

Schools upon a similar plan to the 
above were established in this and 
many other towns the last season, and 
it 1s weil recollected with what eager- 
ness the children attended, and what 
improvements they made. It is earn- 
esly hoped that Ministers in every 
town and Society willestablish schools 
of the above description in their sev- 
eral congregations, Z. 





The Sunday School Teacher's Monitor. 
By the Rev. Thomas Raiiles. 
EXTRACT II. 


2. The Qualifications ef Sunday 
School Teachers. 

They that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the frmament, sc. Wis- 
dom is required, and that of a super’ 
or order, in the Teacher ofa Sunday 
School. It is not every warm and in- 
experienced youth that is qualified for 
the olfice he desives to fill. It is ne- 
cessary that Ae should be first instruct. 
ed who is to instruct others. Nor is 
the principle of personal piety alone, 
thengh the first and indispensable 
qualification, the only one required ; 
but as the first and indispensable 
qualification of a Sunday School Tea- 
cher, we must be allowed to pause 
and dwell upon it for a while. With- 
Out PERSONAL PIETY—an experimental 
acguaintance with divine things, my 
young friend, you had better ‘never 
enter on this work ; nay, I know of no 
well-constituted Suuday School that 
would aceept your services, unless 
they had reason to hope there was 
some good thing in you towards the Lord 
God of Israel. Alas! if you feel not 
yourself the importance of religion, 
how can you impress it upon others ? 
if you know not the value of your own 
soul, how can you tell others of the 
worth of their’s? If you are ignorant 
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yourself of the method of salvation, or 
indifferent about , how can you point 
it out to others, or exhort them to em- 
brace it? Ifno flame of divine love 
burns upon the altar of your bosom, 
will you be anxious to kindle it in the 
bosom of another? and if you were, 
whence are you to draw the holy fire ? 
will the application of ice to ice pro- 
duce heat? ’Tis true, you may under- 
stand the theory of religion, and teach 
it as asystem; but what a monster of 
hypocrisy and scelf-delusion, in the 
midst of your instruction, you must 
prove. How must your conduct give 
the lie to your pr ofession. How must 
the impression upon the heart of the 
child, whom you exhort, be weaken- 
ed by an appeal to your own indiffe- 
rence. Are not children more pow- 
erfully impressed by example than by 
precept? and is there not reason to 
suspect, that, after all, they would 
penetrate the thin tissue of your well 
woven sentiments, and say as you do, 
rather than do as you say? Whilst 
remonstrance on your part would be 
silenced on their’s by a reply, which 
conscience must echo through all the 
chambers of the sou), physician heal 
thyself. And should the divine bles- 
sing, contrary to all expectation, but 
as has been in some extraerdinary in- 
Stances the case, accompany the scrip- 
tural instructions of so unhallowed an 
instructor, and an anxious concern be 
awakened in the bosom of the child 
for the salvation of that soul, the val- 
ue and duration of which you have 
taught him in some degree to under- 
staud—conceive, if you can, the dread- 
ful situation in which you are placed. 
How would his eager enquiries con- 
found and abash you. How would 
his intreaties, mingled with bis tears, 
for further information, harrow up 
your soul. What could you say to 
him that would not condemn your- 
self? How would every expression ot 
anxiety that fell from his lips, and ev- 
ery tear that rolled down his cheek, 
Witness against you another day. And 
would it not be at once an aggrava- 
tion of your crime, and of your suffer- 
ing, that you directed him to the cross 
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{ow shelter, but passed it by yourself ; 
conducted him to the gate of heaven, 
then turned and plunged yourself into 
the abyss of hell? And think, could 
you bear his piercing glance, when 
woking round at the great day for his 
spiritual instructor whilst on earth, 
that his teacher might have the joy 
and transport of presenting him to the 
Judge, saying, here am I and the child 
whom thou hast given me, he sees you, 
horror-strack and tortured in every 
pulse and every vein, dragged hy de- 
inons to receive your doom. 

But, being wise unto salvation him- 
self, a Sunday School ‘Teacher must 
be wise also in selecting the best means 
for the attainment of his end. 





Anniversary of the New-York Sunday 
School Union Society. 


Concluded from p. 812. 


The President moved the thanks of 
the meeting to the Superintendents 
and ‘Teachers. 

I rise with feelings dictated by both 
duty and inclination, to ask a few mo- 
ments indulgence from this respecta- 
ble audience, while I bring to their view 
very honorable, and therefore very 
pleasing traits of character and con- 
duct, exhibited by aany of the gen#e- 
men, who for the past vear have had 
an agency in the management of the 
Sunday Schools ; that thereupon the 
meed of well earned praise and grati- 
tude may be awarded to modest and 
unassuming worth. 

The fact is well known to those of 
us who have had the honour of recei- 
ving from our fellow citizens the first 
general charge and superintendence 
of those Institutions, then to be estab- 
lished in this city: That. under the 
blessing of a protecting and benign 
Providence, and the immediate auspi- 
ces and personal attention of some 
prominent and active individuals of 
the Committee, and others their asso- 
Ciates, it is to the promptness, the un- 
abated zeal and perseverance, and tlhe 
unwearied exertions of the gentlemen, 
who have, gratuitously undertaken, 
and with indefatigable care and in- 
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dustry executed, the arduous, but self- 
exalting and soul satisfying duties of 
Superintendents and Teachers in 
those Schools, that our fellow-citizens 
are, in a great measure, indebted for 
the past distinguished progress, and 
the most flattering prospects of ulti- 
mate and heart-cheering success, in 
the attainment of the benefits propo- 
sed by the establishment of the Sun-: 
day School system in this city. 

The extent of the merits and servi- 
ces of the Superintendents and Teach- 
ers,can be fully conceived and ap- 
preciated by those only, who have had 
the pleasure, on each returning Lord’s 
day, of visiting their schools, and wit- 
nessing the faithful discharge of the 
important trusts voluntart/y assumed 
by t®ose gentlemen: and, although 
modest merit and virtuous deeds are 
said to carry with them their own re- 
wards, yet, in the opinion of the ofii- 
cers and Committee, those gentlemen 
have not only a legitimate, but an im- 
perwous Claim upon the gratitude of 
their fellow-citizens, for their early 
profiered, long-continued, and inesti- 
mable services, in an, until lately, (in 
our country,) unfried field of exertion, 
for prometing the honour and glory of 
our God; and of matchless benevo- 
lence to the poor and the destitute 
among our fellow-citizens ; in attemp- 
ling to rescue many of them from vice 
and eternal destruction, not only by 
instructing them in the first rudiments 
of learning, but by instilling in their 
minds the all-important duties which 
lead to their everlasting peace and 
happiness, 

I therefore beg leave now to pro- 
pose, for your coysideration and a- 
doption, the following resolution, viz. 

* Resolved, unanimously, That the 
thanks of this meeting be presented to 
the Superintendents and Teachers of 
the respective Sunday Schools, as well 
for their faithful and unwearied la- 
hours, as their zeal and perseverance 
in the discharge of the important du- 
ties and services graluifously render- 
ed by them, for carrying into effect 
the benevolent system of instruction 
and religious improvement of the des- 





et, 
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titute poor children in this city, con- 
templated by the Association and the 
Constitution of the New-York Sunday 
Sch6ol Union Society.” 

By direction of the Committee, the 
following brief notices of Sunday 
Schools in different places are insert- 
ed here. At the next Anniversary, 
they hope to be in possession of more 
extensive information respecting the 
proceedings of these and sunilar insti- 
tutions in every part of the country. 

Bedford,( N.Y.) The Female Cha- 
vitable Society of Bedford, in the 
course of the last summer, instituted 
hte Sunday Schools, comprising abeut 
J60 learners, who are taught by man- 

agers and members of the Society. 
N 0 less than eleven children came 
more than two miles to one of these 
schools, went thence two milesto pub- 
lic worship, and returned to school in 
tie afternoon, and when returned 
home had walked between 8 and 10 
miles. Several went without dinner 
nntil advised to bring it with them. 
Some of them seemed ignorant of ev- 
ery religions truth; one of the age of 
% years, knew not that there wasa 
God, and many had never been in a 
house of worship. Thechildren made 
great progress in their learaing at 
schoe!, and were the means of teach- 
ing theae friends and neighbours at 
howe. 

kK ingston, Ulster €o. CN, Vy) ASun- 
day School Society was formed here 
in May last, by whose exertions two 
Schools were opened for people of cal- 
our, one for mates the other for fe- 
males, of which the former comprised 
100, the latier 83 learners, of all aves. 
The Committee observe, in their first 
Quarterly Report, “ that the utility of 
Sabbath Schools is net on! Vv admitted 
but demonstrated. The streets‘used 
to be crowded with the idle, the noisy, 
and the profane. Now there is a 
stillness becoming the Lord’s day, and 
divine worship ts ‘better attended. A- 
mong the learnefs are some above 
tiree score years of age.” 

Newhurgh, ( N.Y.) A Sunday School 


was established in this town in July 
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last, by a Society of ladies, which con- 
sisted of 183 learners, of whom the 
greater part constantly attend. In 
speaking of the success of this under- 
taking, the Committee cbserve, “ that 
60, 70, and in one instance, 123 ver- 
ses from the Scriptures, have been re- 
peated at a lesson by the scholars. A 
desire to learn, and a respectful de- 
portment towards the Superintendants 
and Teachers, have been the prevail- 
ing characteristics of the School.” 

Elizabeth-Town, New Jersey. A Sun- 
day School Association was formed 
here in Nov. 1815. ‘Their first School 
comprised only people of colour, of 
whom, more than 80 of different ages, 
and both sexes, have attended. Be- 
side this, they have a Schoo! of about 
100 white female children, and a 
schoo! of 80 boys. The Board re- 
mark, in view of the suecess which 
had attended their exertions, and the 
fact that similar associations were ri- 
sing up in every pert of the country, 
“ that the prospect is most animating 
to the true phitanthropist : he bebolds 
ignorance and its concomitants, vice 
and immorality, gradually retiring 
before these efforts, and knowledge, 
virtuc, and religion, and with them 
true happiness, increasing through the 
land. 

Newark, (N. J.) A Sunday Schoal 
was opened here so early as May, 
ISLS, which in the succeeding summer 
consisted of above 400 ehildren and 
adults. During the following winter, 
the Teachers confined their attention 
to such indigent persons, old and 
young, as had no other opportunities 
of instruction, and particularly: peo- 
ple of colour; of whom, more than 
200 ef both sexes and ail ages atten- 
ded regularly. The most salutary ef- 
fects were produced upon this neglec- 

ted class of people. Some were re- 
formed from vicious habits, and the 
conduct of all was improved, 

Rensoin, (N. J.) A Female Sunday 
School Society, formed in this place 
in July last, opened a school for ine- 
rant persons of all descriptions, which 
has been constantly attended by about 
30 learners. After speaking of the 
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success which had attended their ex- 
ertions, the Secretary of the Society 
says: “ While instructing our schol- 
ars, we endeavour to biend im the 
most pleasing forms, the sublime 
truths of religion, hoping that it: may 
please God to water tle good seed 
sown, that it may bring forth in them 
the fruits, even eternal tile.” 





State of Religion in Virginta. 

A clergyman in Virginia writes as 
follows to his friend in Chiilicothe -— 
“ The state of religion among us, gen- 
erally, is not the most pleasing, though 
in some places God is evidently pros- 
pering his work. Winchester and 

eesburgh have experienced, during 
the last year, a time of refreshing.— 
Alexandria, also, in the bounds of 
Baltimore Presbytery, has recently 
been roused from a long continued 
lifeless state, that threatened destruc- 
tion to that society. A number have 
already been added to the church 
and many more appear anxious a- 
bout the “ one thing needful.”’ Most 
of our churches have to lament their 
lukewarmness. The ordinances of 
the gospel have not lately been attemd- 
ed by that divine influence that melts 
and breaks the hearts of sinners, while 
it sanctifies and comforts the disciples 
of the Redeemer. Itis pleasing how- 
ever, to state, that in many places the 
rising generation are catechised and 
carefully instructed in the principles 
of the Christian religion. More at- 
tention is paid to this duty than here- 
tofore. 

The Theological Schoo! under the 
patronage of the Synod of Virginia is 
in a prosperous state. Its funds are 
increasing. The number of young 
men that attend it, is encouraging 
beyond our most sanguine expecta- 
tions, and our people, I think, will 
support it with zeal. 

With respect to missionary associ- 
ations, I think Virginia will do some 
thing respectable this year. Our 
Presbyteries will have this subject be- 
fore them at their Spring meetings. 
Domestic missions. are popular with 
the people generally.”—Chil, Rec, 
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The following interesting facts, 
e\incing the power of distinguishing 
grace, were communicated by the 
Rev. M. Neale, late Pastor of a Dis- 
seuling congregation in Anderson, 
near Glasgow, Scotland, and publish- 
ed in the London LEvangeicai Maga- 
zine for 1799.—Rel. Rem. 


“ For it is God that. workel): inus both 
to will and to da”’ 


“It was about the year 1770, on 
the Sabbath morning, thal Mr. Nente 
opened his Bublé to mark the passave 
he had studied through the week, a 
from which he was to deliver a 
course that day. ile looked na 
and again, but could not find U« 
sage. He endeavoured atterw >; 
fix his mind on some part of 
mon he had committed t» 
but allwas gone. Iu this dile 
lifted up his ery to God, and inteos ed 
that he would recall the subje: 
his recollection, lest he should | 
terror to himself and congregation 
At this instant tsat scripture reco? 
ed, Rom. viii. 28. darted into his min 
with peculiar energy, “ My soul,’ 
said he, “fed upon the precie 
truth.” 

“ But now the time drew nigh, 
when he must proceed to meeting. 
He wxgain endeavoured to recollect the 
subject which he had previously stu- 
died ; buttono purpose. ‘The above 
cited passage pressed itself upon his 
thoughts. * When,” said he, ** I went 
into the the pulpit, [ was in the great- 
est distress and confusion, and said 
to God, ‘1 never served thee with 
nought.” In public praver he felt 
an uncommon degrec of the divine in- 
fluence. While the congregation 

were employed in singing the praises 
of God, he was in a consternation, 
better to be conceived than express- 
ed. The hymn being ende d3 and 
having no other afiernative, he read 
the text. He had not spoke no many 
minutes, when he observed a we it 
dressed person, a stranger, app are nt- 
ly in theclerical habit, enter the place. 
This man, thought he, must have come 
to hear what the babbler jas to sa 
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In this fear he was soon confirmed, 
for the stranger reelining his head 
upon the front of the pew, and his 
body appearing to be agitated, Mr. 
Neale appreherded he must be talk- 
ing some nonsense, and that the man 
was laughing at him. At length he 
perceived him pull out his handker- 
chief to wipe his face, thal seemed to 
be bathed in tears. Mr. Neale now 
began to be relieved from his embar- 
rassineni. “Ah!” sayshe, “ this is 
the work of God. He has given me 
a text for this gentleman. He has 
suggested a word in season.” So he 
proceeded in his sermon, and never 
had he more liberty in delivering a 
discourse. Through the whole of the 
service the stranger never raised his 
head ; but seemed to feed upon the 
message of grace that was delivered. 
“In the evening he called upon 
Mir. Neale ; and wished for a copy of 
‘he discourse he that day delivered. 
He took him in his arms—said his 
purse was at his service for the ser- 
mon; and added, “Iwo or three 
years ago [heard vou in such a place, 
preach upon such a subject, and ever 
since { have been wader the spirit of 
conviction and bendage. This day 
i took my horse and rode to hear 
~ou, and blessed be God, he has now 
given me to see him es my reconciled 
fzod and Father in Christ Jesus, and 
has given me to enjoy that liberty 
wherewith he makes his people free.” 
‘This, and more did he say, before Mr. 
Neale could speak a word to him. 
ife then informed him how he had 
neta circurnstanced, relative to that 
ext. He also assured him, that were 
fe to give him the whole. world, he 
could not commit the sermon to wWrit- 
ing: for he had delivered it, just as it 
had: occurred to his thouglits in the 
pulpit—“We beth by this time,” 
continued Mr. Neale, “ begun to.see 
the good hand of God, in this matter ; 
and his good Previdence in determin- 
tag mein such a remarkable manner, 
'o preach upona subject I had never 
uelore prepared, and which he had 
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accompanied with such a powerfil 
efficacy, as to be made an immediate 
message from himself. This stranger 
to come fourteen miles to hear me 
preach that day ! to me, it was one 
of my best days, and one which both 
by him and me, will be remembered 
through a long and joyful eternity.” 


Sunday School Anecdote. 


From the London Evangelical Magazine. 


A benevolent gentleman in the vi- 
cinity af London, was induced to visit 
a poor woman who was sick. When 
he entered the room, he perceived a 
little girl kneeling at her bedside, whe 
immediately withdrew. He then in- 
quired, who that child was. The sick 
woman replied, ‘Oh! sir, it is a little 
angel, who frequently comes to read 
the Scriptures to me, to mv great coin- 
fort, and has just now given me six- 
pence.” Qn further inquiry, he found 
she was-one of the girls belonging to a 
neighbouring Sunday School. 

On the following Sabbath, our 
friend paid a visit to the school, and 
expressed a wish to speak to the child. 
She approached with trepidation ; 
when he asked her, if she knew the 
poor woman just referred to, and had 
been to read the Bible to her ? She 
replied, that she had. fe then ask- 
ed, what had induced her to do so. 
She answered, ‘ Because, Sir, I find it 
said in the Bible, that ‘ pure religion, 
and undefiled before God and the Fa- 
ther is this—to visit tke fatherless 
and widows in their affliction, &c.’ 
© Well,’ said he, ‘ and did you give her 
any money ?? * Yes Sir,’ * And where 
did you getit” ‘Sir, it was the re- 

ward given me in this school.’ 

The gentleman, who related this 
fact, said; (alluding to the expresssion 
of the sick woman,) ‘f clasped the 
little angel in my arms, and prayed 
that the latter part of the text she 
quoted might also be acgomplished in 
her—that God would “ keep her un- 
spotted from the world.”—(James 
i. 27.) 
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